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NG Tube Use
SCOAP is targetting a reduction
in the use of nasogastric tubes
(NGT) to accelerate GI
recovery. Some of our
colleagues favor the routine use
of NGTs because they were
taught it reduces complications
linked to GI distention-hernia,
wound dehiscence and
nausea/vomiting.
This prompted surgeons in Port
Angeles to ask "Does the
routine use of NGTs decrease
complications? Read more...
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Enhancing Recovery of GI Function
SCOAP surgeons are working to
improve recovery of GI function after
colon surgery and to decrease length of
stay. The SCOAP dataset includes a
group of variables that are known to
impact GI recovery (NG tube use, Entereg, PCA,
epidural). The tables included to the right (click here to
view) show use of these variables at hospitals with the
highest and lowest length of stay after colorectal surgery.
Click here to see how SCOAP is working to enhance GI
recovery.

SCOAP's core mission is to improve quality through
tracking and intervention. Occasionally our interests in
quality improvement dovetail with researchers and the
research funding priorities of Federal agencies, private
foundations, and other healthcare stakeholders. SCOAP is
pleased to announce two recently funded projects from
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) and
National Cancer Institute (NCI) that help SCOAP
accomplish its core mission while advancing knowledge.
Collaborative to Improve Native Cancer Outcomes
(NCI)
An award from NCI will provide support for SCOAP to
develop a set of process and outcomes metrics specific to
surgical treatment for common cancers including lung,
breast, and prostate. The Collaborative to Improve Native
Cancer Outcomes (CINCO) is a multi-faceted program
funded to improve cancer health outcomes and quality of
life for American Indian and Alaskan Native patient
population, which experiences dramatic health inequities.
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Sign Up For
The SCOAP Box!
Communication to Prevent and Respond to Medical
Injuries (AHRQ)
Effective team communication is a key ingredient of safe
care. Improving open surgical team communication has
been a focused effort of the SCOAP surgical checklist
initiative, and our collective efforts have been recognized
through a new award from the Agency for Healthcare and
Research Quality studying the impact of successful
communication training and strategies on patient safety and
malpractice liability.
Find out more about these grants...

SCOAP is the future of surgical quality improvement. It is a physician-led,
voluntary collaborative creating an aviation-like surveillance and response
system for surgical quality. SCOAP's goal is to improve quality by reducing
variation in process of care and outcomes at every hospital in the region.
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